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farms for display purposes.
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HYSBANDRY

Crocodylus nitoticus
NILE cRoconlLe

[From Wermuth, 1953.]

CONDITIONS FOR KEEPING CROCODILES

General

These conditions will apoly to - all
crocodiles held in captivity, with the
exception of crocodiles being reared for

skln production or to crocodiles being held
for scientific research. They will be
applicable to <crocedlles held by crocodile
#

Numbers and Size

The number of crocodiles which may be held

In a pen at any cne time will depend on
their 1length. The categories given below
show the number of crocodiles that may be
heid In each slze gzroup.
TEGORY SIZE UMB
tan Under one metre in length 16
it From one metre but under
two metres 8
g From two metres but under
three metres i
unu Three metres and over 2

Notwithstahding the abovementioned
categories no crocodiles under three metres
in length will be held in the same pen If
the difference 1In lenzth between such
crocodiles is more than half a metre.

Pens

may be ceonstrucied in any shape
but will not be less than 100 square metres
in area and no two sides may be less' than
four metres aparc.

The pen

The walls of the pen will be constructed
of brick or other suitable material and
shall not be less than one metre In height,

and the inner face will be smooth plaster=ad.

Where such pen 1is for public display, any
wall cccesslble to the publlc will be topped
by a fence of nct less than 60 cms in
height, having parallel strands not more
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down Luranis or
cms apart,

than 10 cms apart and
droppers not uore than 50

Any door set Into the wall wil' be =alld
and have no apertures therzin, It will bhe
fitted so as to open {nte t¢he pen and will
be fitted wlith an automatic closlnz device

as weill as having a suitable
fitting.
wall in
with an

iock or padiocck
Any door or gate set on top of the
the fence will similarly be fltted
automatic closing device and
sultable lock or padlock fittinz. Any steps
leading up to the doer or =zate will be
moveable and will be removed when not in,
use.

contain shelters or bushas
provide shade for tha
therein. It will also
large enough for che
able tc sun themselvz2s,
not taken up by the pond
sand.

The pen will
large enough to
crocodiles housed
have cleared areas
crocodiles to be
The area of the pen
will be of earth or

The pen will contain a pond so constructed
that the water surface is nct less than fivsa
inmetres long and two metres in width. later
depth over 50% of the length of such pond
shall not bz less than one metre in depth.

The pond may be constructed of elther
concrete or earth but in both cases wiil! bs
fltted with a drain and overflow drain, In
either case the sldes of tha pond wiil slepe
so as to allow the crocodiles easy access to
and from the pcnd.

T

Genzral distribution of Crocodyius niloticus.
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v« A concrete feeding dalis: will be
constructed at one side of the pond with a
channel from the pond 1leadling around It.
This dais will be constructed of concrete
notwlthstanding whether the pond Is of
concrete or earth construction.

Retreats

In pens containlng concrete ponds or ponds
-into which the crocodlles cannot burrow into
the walls, speclial retreats will be
constructed,

The retreat will be dug Into the floor of
the pen In the area where flooding Is
unlikely and shall be covered with roofing
over which at least 20 cms of sand or soll
have been placed. The retreat will be large
enough to contain all the crocodliles held in
the pen and shall be large enough for the
largest crocodile to turn around in.

Lleaninz

The pen shall be cleaned dally of any
faeces, dead meat etc. Where the pond Is
not adequately stocked with fish to keep it
clean 1t will be drained weekly and cleaned

out.

Handling

No handling of the crocodiles will be
allowed for publlic display. Nor will the
crocodlles be prodded or goaded Into
displayinz or reacting for the public in any
manner whatsoever. A11 handllng will be
restricted as much as possible and should be
conflned to that necessary for cleaning,
reconstruction and the treatment of Injury
and disease.

Feedlng

With the exception of fish, no 1llve prey
wl1l be Introduced into the pen. Feeding
will be allowed during public visits but
such feeding will not be done by the public.

-

Department of Natlonal Parks and
Al1dlife Management

P.0. Box 8365

Causeway, Rhodeslia

-~

DOWLING, H.G., 1965. "0Our crocodlles 1ike 't

hot." ANIM KINGDOM 68{3): 74-78.
DOWLING, H.G. & P, BRAZAITIS (1966)

"Size

and growth In captive crocodiles." |NT Z00O

YEARB 6: 265-270.

MODHA, M.L. 1968, The ecology of the Nile
Crocodile on Central Island, Lake Rudolf.

EAST AFR WILDLIFE J 5: 76-95,

. 1968, Basking behaviour of the Hile
Crocodile on Central Island, Lake Rudolf.

EAST AFR WILDLIFE J 6: 81-88,

PIENAAR, U. de V. and V.F.M. FITZSIMCNS.
1966. The Reptiles of the Kruger HNatlcnal

Park. KOEDOE (1): 1-223,

POOLEY, A.C. 1962. The Nile Crocodile

niloticus. Notes on

Incubation period and growth rate

Jjuveniles. LAMMERGEYER 2(1): 1-55.

the
of

. 1966. Crocodlles and crocadile

farming. AFR WILDLIFE 20(3): 211-216.

. 1969, The burrowing behaviour of

crocodiles. LAMMERGEYER 10: 60-63.

5 19649. Rearing Crocodl les

In

Zululand. AFR WILDLIFE 23(4): 314-320.

. 1970. Conservation of the Crocodiie

in Zululand. ANIMALS 13(2): 76-79.

RUTLEDGE, J. 1969. Crocodile farm.
one) BLACK LECHWE 7(4): 23-25.

{(Part

. 1969, Crocodlle farm. (Part two)

BLACK LECHWE 7(5): &4-7,

VOGEL, Z. 1964. Reptiles and Amphlbians,
thelr care and behaviour. Studio Vista,

London.

REFERENCES

BRAZAITIS, P. 1967. Crocodilian pets, O0OCC
PAP N Y ZOOL SOC (unnumbered): 1-5,

CHAPMAN, C.M. 1970. Survey of the crocodile
population of the Blue Nile. GEOGR J
136(1): 55-59,

£0TT, H.B. 1961, Scientiflic results of an
enquiry into the ecolegy and economic
status of the Nile Crocudile In Uganda and
Northern Rhodesia. TRANS ZOOL SOC LONDON
29(4): 211-356.

= 1968, Nlle crocodlile faces
extinction In Uzanda. ORYX 9(2): 330-332,

urnDEeTNT. REV  4{1): 18

[From Wermuth, 1953.]

FEBRUARY

1972





