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PROGRAM INTRODUCTION

The Smithsonion/Peace Corps Croccdillan Projcst has becn synthotie
cally broken imto two paris. Fhase A ia an in-depth study of the
natural history of & very imporitant component 1a the ecological
posale of the llanos of Vonmzuela, This study will encorpass many
fcaturcs of the 1life history of the "baba” (Catnrn erorcdvlve) as
much basis ©n this species 1z nonczlstent end tho avelleblo liter-

aturc is often fyragmonted or gereral.

Cerncuzrront with this field progiram i3 Yhese B, Thiz plan enconpacces
all cepeets of captive maintenance of the baba. The object of this phasa
i3 to asscss the possibilitics of rearing bebas in captivity for ro-
stocking purposes and forming an ecconomically feasibleo msthod of anmual

11de preduction. The two phases overlap in mony basle arcas of study
and rust bo coordinated for mmtucl guccess. Data obtained from Hodh
phascs will be used to compliment cach othér.

The propesed progrem has been designed taking into eonsideratlion
21l aspects of a complete works It iz not expected that all the projected
topics will bo roalized during the course of study, but rather that the
conplexltics of the problems be brought into consideration for future
date accuwmulations

Note: this is a proliminary study plan, not a finalized version.
A nore complete edition with topic claboration and eited refercnces
will be aveilable for presentation at the proposed Chigtire ard Baba
Conference at Villevicencio, Cols in August 1974. Ve are recleving
new lltcpature weokly over latest dovelopments in erocodilian biology
and also openly invite eriticlsm from our director, Dr. Medina Padilla,

»
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A COMPREIENSIVE PROGRAM FOR
INVESTIGATION OF THE LIFT HISTORY
OF THE BABA (CATIAN CROCODYLUS)
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'/ PROJUCTED STUDY PLAN

|
[

An 'idealiced!t study plan for tho Daba, Crim=n crocodilus is offered,

It 1s understood that not ell acpects of thiz invesitigatlion will be
‘accon plished in the allo*ca timoj however, it is folt that a significant
amount of data can be acquired to contribute to the realizations of the

najor objectives.f

Fercin 1g offered a preliminary work echedule encompagsing the
next twelve montha. This schedule will be revised periodically es
"+ the nced arises.s It is recommended that fiecld work at Hato El Frdo
‘ commence b}'September 1.974 to take aavnntage of reproductive-biologleal *

aspect Seeseld well az aquaint mysclf with the study arca.

It ;s essential for the realization of this study, to make formal
contacts th:ounn meetings and interviews, with important persongl of
Pato ﬁl Frilo and tholr organization, members of the Venezuelian scilentifiec

comnunity, friends and colleges, and other personsl of influencial character.

" 3 chﬁral aspocts of the study should recieve top priority status,.
g Repreductive blology and population &Imamiceas are the keys to establishing

ﬁjl ' a racionrl plan of mansgement based on the concébt of sustained yield.

Animal no*ula bions produce mors individuals than there are resources to .\%
gupport uhOSG of fspring, thus ereating a surplus which can bc»ezplotaQed
if extrenie oeution is uced to insure no detriméntal effect on the following'
yéara cr;p. Important factors to be investigated are: reproductive pa§terns,
potencial reproductive capacity-realized reproductive performance, birth:

\

rate-mortality-surviorsh in, and carrying capacity of the habitat.

A

/ During tho course of the study baslc biologiesl data of the Baba ¢
will be recorded 1ncludinb. diel cycle of activity, food habits, growth,

and ecology.



TENTATIVE WORK CHUDULE FOR HATO EL FAIO
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Ccrbuin sspeets of tho stucdy plen will be inv tigated thr oubhout ﬁh
scagons such agt capturing motods, marking, behavior, feeding stc&t&giec,\hib%F“t
prefercnce, population structural chanmes » ©%ce It is understood that ?
wonthly trips to Rancho Grande will be made to discuss progress,, problems
\\
and contime work on the reptiles of Rancho Grando, : \,
\
- N
: It is anticipated that Robert will, parta Zcri,ﬂ rhal “n aspeuts of tha <
\ Prvendd da &a‘_‘ - LAN et
N field work in Pl Frio...including capturing and marking, as well oo othar

Joint projects....I also plan to trade positions with him in Bl 14nén

from time to time.
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aily use of a horsoc

r

Pasle understandlngn, cquipreent, and regulations desired of the personol

I world prefer to be pgiven use of a horse...with the responsibility

of its : CaTe ¢ .fGGdin{:o eee

M™Meld aescsistance '

In the location of nests and arcas of heavy baba concentration

help in handling larper srecimcis
capture of other species of reptileg..scdpecially snakes

geasoned llaneros to teach me the 'way of 1ife in the Llanos!

names of plants and animals and their uses and habits
Yaps and air photopgraphs

cory of meprof T1 Frio
use of eir ”hoﬁographs

Occasional uso of 4-wheol drive wvehicle

to buy - supplies

to transport equipmontessel maY buy & motorcycle...trips to Manitecal

Base comp

.
’

“use of a quinta or othor livinz quartors with kitchen facilities

rrefer to do own cooking due to irresular work schedule

however would like to have sunday night’'dinner with manager.

to discuss needs, problems, and maintain contact i

Boat or launch
use of-du: out for collecting and surveys
Trips to othor Hatos
Cooperacion of IVEGA , f
air plane to transport ﬁq'sr equipment to Valencla or to

-
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Como reservorlo de parasitos y virus
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Rolaecdfnes ol la fermaectdn do communidados vo*otaloa
Utilazeidn do material vegatal en la conatruceidn da nidos
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DESORITOINN DB, APTA DE RSTUDIQ
14
Factores qua caracterizan el habitat de las poblacionen utilizadas
rara este estudio
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Aspectos FPO" c¢ficos o espaclales
Thicnc'én del dea geupada por gsas poblaeidnes
Carnctoristicas bidtlcas y abidticas del drea
TFacddras limitantes
Distritueidn actual de ostas poblacioncs
basada en ejomplares coleccidnados, reristros visuales, y informecién

recibida

PR EFERTVGIA DE HABITAT
Feoldrico
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|
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Variecidnes en regerimientés ecoldzicos
|
Lugares de reposo
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